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Brampton rings in new council with future-forward plan 


by Alex Gregory 


With a focus on fostering 
diversity and developing a 
vision to take the city 
through the next two 
decades, Brampton Council 
held its inaugural meeting 
Monday night to kick off 
the 2018-2022 term. 

Completing a meteoric 
rise to become Mayor after 
a scandalous departure 
from the provincial PC 
Party earlier this year, 
Patrick Brown addressed a 
packed crowd, telling them 
in his keynote address that 
the spirit of the city has 
never been greater and 
that council is looking for- 
ward to working together 
for the coming term. 

“We have a city council 
that is increasingly start- 
ing to reflect the diversity 
we have in our city," Brown 
said in front of over 250 
residents, dignitaries and 
representatives at the Rose 
Theatre. 

Residents wanted 
change, and the council 
will work to ensure that 
the city stays focused on 


building a healthy commu- 
nity while being “aggres- 
sive on economic 
development,” said Brown. 

“We will demand our fair 
share of funding from 
provincial and federal gov- 
ernments and work to- 
wards building a Brampton 
of our dreams. We have 
many challenges ahead of 
us, but I am certain to- 
gether this newly elected 
City Council will get 
Brampton back on track.” 

In a media scrum after 
the event, Brown said that 
he would be open to work- 
ing with anyone who will 
deliver funding for the city. 

“I’m certainly not known 
as one of Doug Ford’s best 
friends, but I am willing to 
work with anyone who is 
willing to deliver funding 
for the city of Brampton,” 
said Brown, pointing to re- 
cent conversations with 
Prime Minister Justin 
Trudeau, who called to 
congratulate him and lend 
support after his municipal 
win. 


“T don’t care if it is Justin 
Trudeau or Doug Ford, this 
is about the city of Bramp- 
ton and it is their self-in- 
terest,” he elaborated. 

While Brown said that 
matters like funding for 
William Osler’s two hospi- 
tals and post-secondary in- 
stitutions remain front and 
centre for council going 
into the new term, other 
councillors pledged to 
focus on smaller issues 
that effect different pock- 
ets of the city. 

Wards 1&5 regional and 
local councillors Paul Vi- 
cente and Rowena Santos, 
respectively, talked about 
their need to build on the 
momentum they had in 
their campaign and focus 
on a number of issues for 
the coming year. 

“The residents of Wards 
1&5 have given us a man- 
date to make decisions that 
adequately represent the 
community we serve and 
we take that responsibility 
very seriously,” said San- 
tos, the first Filipino 


elected to Brampton City 


Council, after the cere- 
mony. 
The duo, who cam- 


paigned on the same plat- 
form, said they want to 
support winter road main- 


tenance, neighbourhood 
safety and increased tran- 
sit investment. 

Both councillors said 
they want to bring more 
importance on teamwork 
to council over the coming 


2018-2022 
Counc 


Inauguratio 


term. 

“We are looking forward 
to working with this 
young, bright, and diverse 
team on Council to make 
Brampton even better,” 
said Santos. 


Photo Courtesy of City of Brampton 


Thompson highlights “distinctive” Town at inauguration 


Pledging to continue to 
serve a “distinctive” commu- 
nity that’s grown and set it- 
self apart over the last 
decade, Mayor Allan Thomp- 
son and the members of 
Caledon council were sworn 
in during a special ceremony 
held Tuesday night at Town 
Hall. 

Family, friends, members 
of the public and media 
packed the hall as Justice of 
the Peace Valerie G. Carty of- 
ficiated had Thompson and 
each council member read 
the Declaration of Office. 

The new council includes 
Thompson, who defeated 
long-time councillor Barb 
Shaughnessy during Octo- 
ber’s municipal election to 
retain his seat, Ward 1 Re- 
gional Councillor Ian Sin- 
clair, Ward 1 Area Councillor 


Lynn Kiernan, Ward 2 Re- 
gional Councillor Johanna 
Downey, Ward 2 Area Coun- 
cillor Christina Early, Wards 
3 and 4 Regional Councillor 
Jennifer Innis, Wards 3 and 4 
Area Councillor Nick DeBoer, 
Ward 5 Regional Councillor 
Annette Groves and Ward 5 
Area Councillor Tony Rosa 

“?’m honoured to re-affirm 
my commitment to serve all 
residents of Caledon,” said 
Thompson late Tuesday. 

“T look forward to working 
with my colleagues on Coun- 
cil to strengthen the bonds 
that make this ‘community 
of communities’ such a dis- 
tinctive place to live and 
work.” 

Thompson was also named 
as Chair of the rural caucas 
for the Association of Munic- 
ipalities of Ontario (AMO). 


In a statement, AMO pres- 
ident Jamie McGarvey said 
Thompson will help set pol- 
icy for the organization, 
which oversees cities and 
towns throughout the 
province. 

“AMO’s caucases represent 
the diversity of Ontario’s mu- 
nicipal governments... Iam 
pleased to see Allan join our 
Board executive,” McGarvey 
said in a statement Wednes- 
day. 

The new Council begins its 
work next Tuesday, Dec. 11 
with committee meetings at 
1and7 p.m. 

A special budget presenta- 
tion will be held on Dec. 18 at 
1 p.m., followed by the first 
full Council meeting at 7 p.m. 

For more information, visit 
caledon.ca/council. 


DAULA SoU A 


NEW S-TALK 


Returning Mayor Allan Thompson speaks to a packed crowd during the Town of Caledon’s inaugu- 
ral council meeting on Dec. 4, 2018. (Submitted Photo) 
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LRT and safety key priorities for Missy council 


by Alex Gregory 


Transit and community 
safety will be key priorities 
for the next four years in 
Mississauga, local council- 
lors said during a swearing- 
in ceremony Monday 
evening. 

The city’s 11 councillors 
and returning Mayor Bon- 
nie Crombie took the oath 
of office in front of a packed 
crowd at the Living Arts 
Centre, before an inaugural 
council meeting and 
keynote address. 

The next four years are 
going to be key for Canada’s 
sixth largest city, said 
Crombie, as it tackles with a 
growing population, grid- 
lock and safety concerns. 

“We are a city in demand,” 
Crombie said to more than 
150 guests, pointing to the 
city’s track record of at- 
tracting new investment 
and funding key transit ini- 
tiatives as proof of Council’s 
commitment to continued 
growth and prosperity. 

“We’re stepping out on 


the world stage... and we’re 
in charge of our own des- 
tiny.” 

Crombie’s sentiments 
were shared by the “new 
kids on the block”, Ward 1 
councillor Stephen Dasko 
and Ward 7’s_ Dipika 
Damerla. 

Coming from provincial 
politics into the municipal 
field, Damerla told Peel 
Weekly News that she was 
excited to tackle major is- 
sues like the budget that 
will “set the tone” for the 
coming year. 

“Tt’s easy to talk about pri- 
orities, but it’s only when 
you see the money that it 
becomes a real thing,” said 
Damerla, who noted that 
she had a copy of the budget 
on her desk and will be 
looking through it to iden- 
tify what are the most 
pressing issues for her 
ward. 

Dasko, who served as for- 
mer Ward 1 councillor Jim 
Tovey’s campaign manager 


and worked at the federal 
and provincial levels, said 
that it is important for the 
city to stay fiscally respon- 
sible while ensuring that 
residents continue to get ac- 
cess to needed services. 
“W) want to hit the 
ground running as far as 
where I’m concerned in 
Ward 1, and for the city, in 


tS { 


ii 


terms of helping work with 
the community on issues 
like transit,” he said. 

Other priorities identified 
for the coming term in 
Crombie’s keynote speech 
include construction on the 
Hurontario LRT system, 
keeping taxes below the 
GTA’s average, increasing 
the city’s supply of afford- 


y y fy 


OL 


able housing, attracting for- 
eign investment and creat- 
ing a Mayor’s Roundtable on 
Community Safety. 

Council will be in office 
until Nov. 30, 2022. 

The next regular Council 
meeting is scheduled for 
next Wednesday (Dec. 12) at 
9 a.m. in Council Chambers 
at City Hall. 
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Police on trail of three men in 
break-and-enter investigation 


Three suspects are being sought by po- 
lice after a brazen theft this past August. 

21 Division’s Criminal Investigation Bu- 
reau brought the story to light Tuesday, 
saying that three men are being sought in 
regards to an ongoing break-and-enter in- 


vestigation in Brampton. 


Three male suspects were seen operating 


a 26’ U-Haul truck from Aug. 29 - 30 in the 
Brewster Road and Queen Street area. 
The three suspects broke into two stor- 
age lockers an 
$250,000 of merchandise. 
Residents with additional information 


removed approximately 


about the incident are asked to call 21 Di- 


vision at (905) 453-2121, ext. 2133. 


—e- 


Peel school board elects 
new chair and vice-chair 


The Peel District School 
Board has a few new faces 
- and a new outlook. 

Stan Cameron took the 
reins as the new chair of 
the board, replacing Janet 
McDougald, at their inau- 
gural meeting Monday 
evening. 

"The Peel District School 
Board—trustees and staff— 
have always been focused 
on helping all students 
achieve personal excel- 
lence through access to 
rich programming,” said 
Cameron a_ third-term 
Caledon trustee who was 
elected this past October 
in the municipal election. 
“We remain committed to 
this through the continued 
support of every child.” 

Sue Lawton, trustee for 
Mississauga wards 3 and 
4, was also elected as vice- 
chair, while the board wel- 
comed several new 
members, including John 
Marchant (Wards 1/7, Mis- 
sissauga), Susan Benjamin 
(Ward 5, Mississauga), 
William Davies (Wards 
2/6, Brampton) and Balbir 
Sohi (Wards 9/10, Bramp- 
ton). 

The board will continue 
to provide support for 


marginalized students, in- 
cluding Black, Indigenous, 
LGBTQ+ students, stu- 
dents who live in poverty 
and those with special ed- 
ucation needs, said 
Cameron, and will strive 
to represent all con- 
stituents by _ respecting 
each other and helping 
others. 

PDSB education director 
Peter Joshua also pre- 
viewed some of the major 
achievements of the past 
year that will be high- 
lighted in the annual re- 
port to the board, which is 
set to be released next 
month. 

"When students walk 
through our doors, they 
enter places of inspira- 
tion—safe, inclusive 
spaces where they can dis- 
cover their passions, em- 
brace modern learning 
and achieve to the best of 
their ability," said Joshua. 

"This year, guided by our 
Plan for Student Success, 
we will continue to set 
high expectations for suc- 
cess, nurture well-being, 
build connections and fos- 
ter inclusive learning and 
work environments." 
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Winnipeg theatre legend joins the Rose as artistic director 


by Alex Gregory 


Brampton is set to geta 
boost of “royal” talent, as a 
well-respected and long- 
running theatre director is 
set to take the reins of the 
Rose Theatre. 

Steven Schipper will join 
the Theatre as its new ex- 
ecutive artistic director, 
beginning next June. 

Schipper, a 30-year vet- 
eran of the Royal Manitoba 
Theatre who has been rec- 
ognized nationally for his 
contributions to Canadian 
culture, will be part of 
Brampton’s economic de- 
velopment and cultural 
services division, helping 
to shape the city’s arts and 
culture identity. 

“T’ve been blessed to help 
Royal MTC flourish thanks 
to incredible artists, audi- 
ences, and staff, and I’ll be 
forever grateful to Manito- 
bans for embracing me as 
one of their own,” said 
Schipper Tuesday morn- 
ing. 

“Brampton has offered 
me an exciting new oppor- 
tunity to help them estab- 
lish an artistic identity 
that reflects a young, ener- 
getic city; and to play an 
integral role in building a 
vibrant cultural centre for 
future generations.” 

Schipper takes over from 


Brendan Healy, who left 
the Rose earlier this year 
to take on the role of artis- 
tic director at Canadian 
Stage Company in Toronto. 

The announcement 
comes just hours after the 
City held its inaugural 
council meeting, highlight- 
ing upcoming city-wide 
initiatives including the 
Brampton 2040 Vision and 
Public Art program. 

In a statement, economic 
development director Bob 
Darling said that the City 
is honored to have an 
artist of Schipper’s caliber 
jon the team, and will help 
them build a “legacy for 
the Rose, and the city’s 
cultural landscape at 
large.” 

“To have such an es- 
teemed leader in Canadian 
theatre choose Brampton 
is an incredible endorse- 
ment and confirmation 
that we are on the thresh- 
old of a cultural renais- 
sance. Brampton is 
thinking bigger, bolder, 
and we’re ready for our 
spotlight on the world 
stage,” said Darling, 
adding that he’s looking 
forward to the coming 
months and working with 
other communities and 
civic leaders to enhance 


the profile of local artists. 

Schipper has been re- 
sponsible for a large num- 
ber of 
nationally-recognized the- 
atre productions, including 
Hamlet starring Keanu 
Reeves, the annual Win- 
nipeg Fringe Festival, Mas- 
ter Playwright Festival and 
involvement with bringing 
aboriginal arts to Win- 
nipeg high schools, among 
other projects. 

He is a winner of multi- 
ple awards and honors, in- 
cluding the Order of 
Canada in 2012, two hon- 
orary doctorates and a 
royal designation from 
Queen Elizabeth II in 2010. 

In a statement, Schipper 
said that he has made it a 
point to support local ac- 
tors and playwrights, in- 
cluding Winnipeg writer 
Ellen Peterson's adapta- 
tion of Jane Austen's Sense 
and Sensibility. 

He has helmed several 
world premieres, including 
Maureen Hunter’s Transit 
of Venus and Atlantis, Niki 
Landau’s adaptation of 
Margaret Mitchell’s Gone 
with the Wind and and the 
Canadian premiere of 
Steve Martin’s Picasso at 
the Lapin Agile, to name a 
few. 


Stephen Schipper (Photo Courtesy of City of Brampton) 
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DEC. 2nD LAUNCH P 
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DEC.4TH Family Friendly TURKEY DINNER 
at: Oasis Banquet Hall, Lakeview 6:30PM-9:30PM 


DEC.8TH BREAKFAS Tat the DRAKE 
at: Drake a Firkin Pub 8:00am-11:00PM 


DEC. 10TH BAD HOMBRES NIGHT 
at: Cabin, Lakeview 6:00PM-9:30PM 


DEC. 12TH BITE at the BROGUE 
at: Brogue Inn 6:30PM-8:30PM 
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Mississauga man honored for 
leading accessibility efforts 


A Mississauga _ resident 
has been honored with one 
of the province’s top honors, 
it was announced Tuesday 
aftrnoon. 

Michael Mulligan, the 
founder of the Moving For- 
ward rehabilitation facility 
is one of three individuals 
recognized with the David 
C. Onley Award for Leader- 
ship in Accessibility. 

Named after Ontario's 
28th Lieutenant Governor, 
the award recognizes people 
that champion accessibility, 
raise awareness about the 
benefits of inclusion, and 


foster positive change in 
their communities. 

The awards were pre- 
sented at a special cere- 
mony at Queen’s Park, with 
Onley, current Lieutenant 
Govenror Elizabeth 
Dowdeswell and Seniors’ 
Minister Raymond Cho in 
attendance. 

“(These recipients) are 
making a difference, and as 
aresult, many more Ontari- 
ans have the opportunity to 
realize their real potential,” 
Onley said during the cere- 
mony. 

“You set an example that 


brings out the best in all of 
us.” 

The award was created in 
2014 to honour Onley, the 
province’s first Lieutenant 
Governor with a physical 
disability. 

“The leaders we've recog- 
nized today have worked 
tirelessly to improve oppor- 
tunities for people with dis- 
abilities across the province. 
I applaud these dynamic ac- 
cessibility ambassadors for 
their innovative program- 
ming and personal commit- 
ment,” Onley said. 


ae men under arrest eT shooting 


Following on from a 
Canada-wide warrant is- 
sued last week, police have 
arrested a Mississauga man 
at the centre of a shooting 
alongside two other men. 

Peel Police’s Homicide 
and Missing Persons Bureau 
made the announcement 
Saturday after a previous 
notice that they were serving 
a warrant on 23 year-old 
Travon Edwards-Bryan, 
who has been charged with 
attempted murder after the 
shooting, which happened 


last month in the Brandon 
Gate Drive and Delmonte 
Crescent area. 

Last Friday, police exe- 
cuted a search warrant at a 
residence in Toronto and ar- 
rested Edwards-Bryan, who 
appeared in Brampton court 


later that day. 
Two other men in the res- 
idence, 24 year-old 


Teshawn Tulloch and 26 
year-old Adrian Wiliams, 
both of Toronto, were ar- 
rested at the same time the 
search warrant was exe- 


cuted. 

Tulloch was arrested 
based on a prior warrant 
and turned over to Toronto 
Police Service, — while 
Williams was found in pos- 
session of an unauthorized 
firearm that was loaded. 
Williams appeared in 
Brampton court on Dec. 1 
for a bail hearing. 

Anyone with additional 
information pertaining to 
the case is asked to call Peel 
Police at (905) 453-2121, 
ext. 3205. 


—e- 
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Local company fined $85,000 after industrial accident 


A Mississauga _ _ drain- 
cleaning company has 
been charged with the 
death of a worker in an 
industrial accident that 
took place last August. 

The judgement, which 
came down Tuesday by 
Justice Helena Cassano in 
the region’s provincial of- 
fences court, charged the 
company, 2132857 On- 
tario Ltd., of failing to en- 


sure adequate safety for a 
high-pressure water de- 
vice. 

The incident took place 
on Aug. 28, 2017 at one of 
a workplace on Unity 
Drive the company was 
retained to clean. 

A worker who was an 
experienced operator was 
assisted by a helper and 
they cleaned a number of 
drains in the property's 


1 


a 


east parking lot. 

The pair then drove to 
the north parking lot and 
started to work on a 
drain there. The experi- 
enced worker was operat- 
ing a hand-held remote as 
well as the wand. At one 
point, the worker held 
the flexible part of the 
hose in order to allow the 
wand to get into the 
deeper areas of the drain. 


| (mel : 
‘ear! 


The worker lost control 
of the high-pressure 
water jetting system and 
dropped the hose. 

The water jet became 
uncontrolled as the hose 
flung around. 

The worker was hit by 
the water jet in the neck 
and was later pronounced 
dead at the scene. The 
helper was also hit by the 
jet and received minor in- 


juries. 

The spray wand of the 
high-pressure water jet- 
ting system being used by 
the worker was _ not 
equipped with an opera- 
tor-controlled trigger. 

Although the company 
purchased and made 
available operator-con- 
trolled triggers for its ve- 
hicles where requested by 
operators, there was no 


policy or instruction re- 
quiring workers to use 
the operator-controlled 
trigger attachment. 

Industry guidelines rec- 
ommend the use of an op- 
erator-controlled trigger 
on the wands of high- 
pressure water jetting 
systems due to the haz- 
ards associated with un- 
controlled water jets. 

Section 25(2)(h) of the 
Occupational Health and 
Safety Act (OHSA) states 
that an employer shall 
take every precaution 
reasonable in the circum- 
stances for the protection 
of a worker. 

In her decision, Cassano 
said the company failed 
to take the reasonable 
precaution of ensuring 
that the high-pressure 
water jetting wand used 
by a worker to clean 
catch basins on Aug. 26, 
2017 was equipped with 
an  operator-controlled 
trigger to control the flow 
of water, contrary to sec- 
tion 25(2)(h) of the 
OHSA. 

The court also imposed 
a 25-per-cent victim fine 
surcharge as required by 
the Provincial Offences 
Act. 


MBOT TV Weekly Recap 
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One man in custody after child 
pornography investigation 


Investigators from Peel 
Police’s Internet Child Ex- 
ploitation Unit have ar- 
rested and charged a man 
in a child pornography in- 
vestigation. 

On Friday, Nov. 23, 2018, 
following an investigation, 
a search warrant was exe- 
cuted on a residence in the 
City of Brampton. 

68 year-old John Gordon 
Abbott was arrested and 
charged with possession of 


child pornography, access- 
ing child pornography and 
making child pornography 
available. 

Abbot subsequently ap- 
peared for a bail hearing on 
Nov. 24 in Brampton court, 
police said this past Friday. 

Anyone with information 
regarding the incident is 
asked to contact investiga- 
tors with the Internet Child 
Exploitation Unit at 
(905)453-2121 ext. 3490. 
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Caseload at Brampton court has reached 
“breaking point”, says judge 


A Superior Court judge in 
Brampton has taken the un- 
usual step of appealing to 
the media in an attempt to 
highlight a “crisis” in the 
city’s court system. 

Regional Senior Justice 
Peter Daley made the com- 
ments on Nov. 19 to a 
packed courtroom at the 
Ontario Court of Justice, 
saying that a lack of re- 
sources provided by the 
provincial government has 
resulted in a “breaking 
point” that has caused un- 
reasonable delays in case- 
loads and bail hearings 
being postponed, some- 
times for months. 

“(This courtroom) re- 
mains grossly undersized to 
accommodate the people of 
Peel Region,” said Daley, 
noting that despite repre- 
senting the fifth largest 
population in the country, 
the region’s court system 
has maximized its available 
space and is now facing 
“very real and unacceptable 
delays.” 

Despite reaching out to 
Attorney General Caroline 
Mulroney’s office to secure 
additional court facilities to 
process cases, Daley says 


that her office declined the 
invitation. 

Daley says a lack of sup- 
port from the province, dat- 
ing back to 2000, has 
resulted in tight scheduling 
and cases not being given 
the immediate attention 
they deserve. 

As a result, cases have had 
to be moved to Burlington 
or Milton to keep up with 
the increasing demand. 

“The Ontario government, 
past and present, is either 
wilfully blind to the erosion 


of trust caused by its failure 
to take timely steps to ad- 
dress the facilities crisis in 
Brampton, or it believes 
that spending on this court- 
house will not result in 
more votes,” Daley said. 

NDP deputy leader Sara 
Singh spoke about the mat- 
ter on Monday in Question 
Period at Queen’s Park to 
address the conditions of 
the local system. 

“T have personally heard 
stories about serious cases 
being stayed or dismissed 


because courtrooms are not 
available or trial dates can- 
not be secured in a timely 
manner,” said Singh. 

Singh called on the gov- 
ernment to address the 
matter and alleviate the sit- 
uation. 

“The government has 
failed to address the lack of 
resources available to the 
courts in Brampton, and we 
are witnessing significant 
impacts to our justice sys- 
tem,” said Singh. 
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Mayor Allan Thompson invites you to the 


MOTTA 


WinterFest 
ieee 


Sunday, January 6, 2019 | 1:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
Mayfield Recreation Complex 


Please join us as we celebrate the season with an 
afternoon of fun for all ages: free skating, free swimming, 
activities and complimentary refreshments. 


| 
For more information, please call: 905.584.2272 x.7323 
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City staff honored for sustainable improvement 


Mississauga’s chief offi- 
cers were awarded with a 
major award for sustain- 
able continuous improve- 
ments in programs and 
services over the last three 
years. 

The announcement was 
made in Council Chambers 
on Nov. 20, with chief ad- 
ministrative officer Gary 
Kent and city manager Jan- 
ice Baker on-hand to ac- 
cept the Continuous 
Improvement Excellence 
Award from the Leading 
Edge Group. 

The criteria for the 
award focused on five spe- 
cific factors, including 
strategy, capacity, capabil- 
ity, realized improvements 
and sustained improve- 
ments. 

The award was given due 
to the success of Missis- 
sauga’s “Lean Program”, 
which the City uses to 


Feds move to curb flooding with investments 


The province is set to get 
a boost of funding to pro- 
tect against flooding sce- 


narios, the federal 
government announced 
Monday. 


Public Safety Minister 
Ralph Goodale made the 
announcement in Bramp- 
ton, announcing an addi- 
tional $2.36 million in 
funding to support work 
on eight new projects as 
part of the country’s Na- 
tional Disaster Mitigation 
Program. 

Flooding is the country's 
costliest and most fre- 
quent natural disaster, 
said Goodale. 

"Because of climate 
change, weather-related 
natural disasters are get- 
ting more severe, more 
frequent, more damaging 
and more expensive,” 
Goodale said. 


identify cost savings and 
efficiencies as it grows. 

The Lean Program has 
been a key priority for the 
City’s business planning 
and budget process, said 
Baker, and has helped im- 
prove the speed of business 
processes and improve cus- 
tomer experiences. 

“This award validates 
and recognizes the hard 
work and commitment we, 
as a municipality, have 
placed on continuous im- 
provement to better de- 
velop. innovative and 
cost-effective ways to de- 
liver services to our resi- 
dents and_ businesses,” 
Baker said in a statement. 
“We have a long history of 
examining our services to 
ensure they’re being deliv- 
ered efficiently and effec- 
tively.” 

So far, thear, the program 
has saved more than $9.2 


“We're determined to re- 
duce the impacts of natu- 
ral disasters on Canadians 
by building safer and more 
resilient communities. 

The eight projects are 
being overseen by Toronto 
and Region Conservation 
Authority (TRCA), and are 
situated in Peel Region, 
York Region and Toronto. 

The Downtown Bramp- 
ton Riverwalk Flood Pro- 
tection Project 
Environmental Assess- 
ment is one of the projects 
being funded, and will re- 
ceive $1.5 million in fed- 
eral funding to help 
investigative an alternate 
method of flood protection 
from Etobicoke Creek to 
the Downtown core of 
Brampton. 

The eight projects will 
collectively impact an esti- 
mated 43,774 residents 


million in costs without 
impacts to existing service 
levels, said Kent. 

“Beyond just financial 
savings, the program has 
also improved our cus- 
tomer service and experi- 
ence, provided 
environmental benefits as 
well as enhanced the qual- 
ity and safety for both cus- 
tomers and those 
performing the work,” said 
Kent. “We have improved 
and eliminated a number 
of unnecessary tasks and 
looked at more efficient 
and effective ways of con- 
ducting our day-to-day 
business. 

As of Nov. 2018, 97 proj- 
ects have been completed 
as part of the Lean Pro- 
gram, with more than 
2,000 “small improve- 
ments” being made at var- 
ious levels, the City said in 
a statement last week. 


throughout the GTA and 
surrounding regions. 
TRCA chief executive of- 
ficer John MacKenzie said 
that reducing the risks 
from flooding in our re- 
gion is one of the organza- 
tion’s main 
responsibilities. 
“Governments at all lev- 
els jointly face the chal- 
lenge of more’ severe 
weather events coupled 
with the opportunity pre- 
sented by planned growth 
and intensification in our 
communities,” MacKenzie 
said in a statement. 
“(This) funding  an- 
nouncement will help 
TRCA and its municipal 
partners take significant 
strides in reducing flood 
risk so people are safer, 
properties are better pro- 
tected, and our communi- 
ties are more resilient." 
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Municipalities honored during green awards ceremony 


Peel’s three municipali- 
ties and several local busi- 
nesses were honored 
during a recent ceremony 


held to honor “clean” 
businesses in the 
province. 

The Powering Clean 


Economy conference, held 
on Nov. 29 at the Interna- 
tional Centre in Malton, 
saw Brampton, Caledon 
and Mississauga taking 
home awards for their 
sustained engagement 
and collective action with 
green technology over the 
last decade. 

Partners in Project 
Green organized’ the 
event, which is celebrat- 


Trillium talks priorities and seniors’ needs during phone-in 


Long-term care beds, wait 
times for hip and knee sur- 
geries and other specialized 
needs for seniors were on 
the minds of community res- 
idents during a telephone 
“town hall” held by Trillium 
Health Partners last month. 

Over 13,500 residents par- 
ticipated in the hour-long 
call, which was hosted by 
THP president Michelle DiE- 
manuele and other senior 
leaders in the hospital chain. 

In response to questions 
about long-term care, DiE- 
manuele discussed THP’s 
government-approved plan 
to build two long-term care 
homes that will add 540 new 
beds. 

A recently-approved hospi- 
tal expansion project will 
also add over approximately 
500 new hospital beds and 
replace over 500 hospital 
beds at the Mississauga Hos- 
pital and Queensway Health 
Centre. The projects will en- 


ing its tenth year and has 
amassed a network of 
more than 650 organiza- 
tions who work to pro- 
mote sustainability and 
green energy through 
their projects. 

Over the last decade, the 
member organizations 
have diverted 20,000 
tonnes of waste from 
landfill, reduced CO2 
emissions by 120,000 
tonnes through energy 
savings projects, and di- 
verted 1.4 billion litres of 
water. 

Since it was established 
10 years ago, the members 
of Partners in Project 
Green have completed 


able the hospital to continue 
to provide high quality, ac- 
cessible and sustainable care 
for the people of Mississauga 
and the surrounding areas. 

The town hall meeting also 
followed the recent com- 
pleted of the Phase 3 redevel- 
opment project at Credit 
Valley Hospital, which Pre- 
mier Doug Ford and other 
dignitaries were on-hand to 
celebrate late last month. 

“As we begin our ten-year 
plan to grow health care 
services and improve patient 
experience, we’re mindful 
that a strategy is only as 
good as how it’s put into ac- 
tion,” said DiEmanuele. “All 
of these thoughtful conversa- 
tions we’re having with peo- 
ple in our community are the 
foundation of the actions 
we're taking to better serve 
our patients needs today and 
tomorrow.” 

Call participants __re- 
sponded to a series of polling 


2,500 sustainability proj- 
ects that continue to make 
direct positive contribu- 
tions to the health of the 
environment, said Toronto 
and Region Conservation 
Authority president John 
MacKenzie. 

“This success is rooted 
in our community of com- 
mitted business leaders 
who strive to find efficien- 
cies that not only make 
sense for their business, 
but help improve their 
local community as well," 
he said. 

Partners in Project 
Green was initiated in 
2008 by the Greater 
Toronto Airports Author- 


questions asked during the 
telephone town hall. The 
highlights include: 

- 56 per cent of poll re- 
sponders indicated they are 
not aware of available 
healthcare services outside 
of the hospital; 

- 76 per cent said they are 
aware the hospital needs to 
add more rooms for more 
beds to serve this commu- 
nity; 

-59 per cent of poll re- 
sponders indicated they have 
had a flu shot; and, 

- 63 per cent of poll respon- 
ders indicated THP is fo- 
cused on the right things for 
the community, while 33 per 
cent are not sure. 

Trillium Health Partners 
operates three hospitals in 
Mississauga, including 
Credit Valley, Mississauga 
Hospital and the Queensway 
Health Centre. 


ity (GTAA), the operator 
of Toronto Pearson Inter- 
national Airport, and 
Toronto and Region Con- 
servation Authority 
(TRCA) with the goal of 
developing an_ interna- 
tionally recognized com- 
munity of businesses 
known for its competitive, 
high-performance and 
eco-friendly business cli- 
mate. 

Since then, sustainabil- 
ity projects have included 
establishing an_ initial 
electric charging network 
across the GTA, including 
the organizing of the Peo- 
ple Power’ Challenge, 
which has brought in over 


50,000 employee commit- 
ment pledges; diverting 
unusual material from 
landfills and_ installing 
low-impact water technol- 
ogy that saved the equiva- 
lent of 556 Olympic 
swimming pools of water. 
The three municipali- 
ties, along with Alectra 
Utilities, | Mississauga’s 
Maple Leaf Foods and 
Credit Valley Conserva- 
tion, were among the se- 
lection recipients of the 
Legacy Leader awards. 
The City of Mississauga 
also took home an award 
for their recycling collec- 
tion drive earlier this 
year, and Pearson Airport 


a et ot 


a 


took home an Energy 
Leader Award. 

In a statement, Greater 
Toronto Airports Author- 
ity vice president Hillary 
Marshall said that Pearson 
strives to make a positive 
impact by investing in 
community-building and 
environmental steward- 
ship initiatives like Part- 
ners in Project Green. 

“This initiative has 
shaped how the business 
community implements 
sustainability projects,” 
said Marshall. “We are 
proud to be a founder and 
look forward to working 
together for many years to 
come." 


Get your Peel Weekly News WEEKLY subscribe at www.PeelDailyNews.com 


—e- 


PDN December 5_Layout 1 2018-12-05 1:16 PM Page 14 


Dec. 5, 2018 | PEEL WEEKLY NEWS | NEWS 14 


Champions honored at Accessibility Awards 


by Alex Gregory 


ge 
a 


Atrio of community 
champions were honored 
for their work supporting 
individuals with disabili- 
ties during an inaugural 


awards ceremony last 
week in Brampton. 
The first annual Accessi- 


bility Awards, held last 
Wednesday at City Hall, 
recognized community 
members and organiza- 
tions that made a differ- 
ence in empowering 
disabled individuals, with 
a local hockey team, sports 
coach and cupcake shop 
receiving the trio of hon- 
ors. 

The awards are impor- 
tant because they recog- 
nize the building of 
confidence and independ- 
ent in those living with a 
disability, said Accessibil- 
ity Advisory Committee 
chair Pat Fortini. 

“The more we can do as 
a community to help re- 
move barriers, the more 
they can become active 
and engaged in our city,” 
he said during the cere- 
mony. 


“By creating the right 
opportunities and recog- 
nizing capabilities rather 
than focusing on disabili- 
ties, there’s a brighter fu- 
ture for everyone.” 

Jennifer Andrade, who 
has worked with the 
Brampton chapter of the 
Special Olympics and 
worked with many ath- 
letes while promoting in- 
clusiveness, was 
recognized with her work 
with the Community 
Member Award. 

Cristina’s Tortina Shop 
Inc., which has offered 
employment opportunities 
to those living with dis- 
abilities and lives by a “We 
Bake to Advocate” motto, 
was honored with the 
Business Award. Mary 
Iusso, who originally cre- 
ated the shop to benefit 
her daughter, Cristina, 
who has Down syndrome, 
was in attendance to re- 
ceive her award. 

The Community Mem- 
ber Award was given to 
the Brampton Midget MD 
Gold Team, who helped 


raise awareness and sup- 
port the abilities of indi- 
viduals. The team operates 
by the belief that “you do 
not have to be a player on 
the ice to be a member of 
the team. 

The recipients were 
evaluated based on their 
contributions to Bramp- 
ton’s community, in areas 
such as championing ac- 
cessibility initiatives, pro- 
moting accessibility 
awareness, providing ac- 
cessible customer service, 
accommodating persons 
with disabilities to help 
them participate in the 
community and providing 
equal employment oppor- 
tunities. 

“(The winners) have 
each demonstrated great 
commitment in empower- 
ing individuals with dis- 
abilities, helping improve 
the quality of their lives,” 
said outgoing Mayor Linda 
Jeffrey. “Their continued 
efforts help provide equi- 
table opportunities for 
everyone while inspiring 
us all.” 


Mississauga reveals 2019 Provincial ministers inspire youths 


municipal budget 


The City of Mississauga 
revealed their 2019 pro- 
posed Business Plan earlier 
this week, which describes 
the City’s proposed program 
and service enhancements 
and how they will be funded 
for the coming year. 

Next year’s proposed op- 
erating budget is $874.2 
million, along with a 2.75 
per cent increase on the 
2019 residential property 
tax bill. 

The proposed 2019 net 
operating budget is $511.6 
million, compared with 
$485.2 million in 2018. This 
represents an increase of 
approximately $26.4 mil- 
lion over 2018. 

The majority of the 2019 
gross operating budget, or 
$847.1 million, is targeted to 
keep the City’s services op- 


erating at current levels, in- 
cluding fire and emergency 
services, MiWay transit, 
road maintenance, parks 
and forestry, recreation and 
library services. 

Proposed new services ac- 
count for $9.9 million, in- 
cluding a contribution to a 
new four-year Public Safety 
Fire Reserve Fund, 31,000 
additional service hours on 
MiWay, support for the 
City’s Tourism Unit and the 
addressing of pressure on 
existing transit in anticipa- 
tion of the new Hurontario 
Light Rapid Transit (LRT) 
corridor. 

Council is expected to ap- 
prove the proposed Busi- 


ness Plan and Budget on 
Feb. 6, 2019. 
To view the budget online, 


visit mississauga.ca/budget. 


at roundtable event 


A group of aspiring busi- 
ness leaders were paid a spe- 
cial visit by some of the 
province’s top ministers in 
Toronto last week. 

The Jr. Economic Club of 
Canada hosted a roundtable 
discussion between young 
people aged 14-24 and Minis- 
ters on the topic of financial 
literacy in Ontario. 


In a boardroom at Ryerson 
University’s Digital Media 
Zone (DMZ), Rhiannon Ros- 
alind, President & CEO of the 
Economic Club of Canada and 
Founder of the Jr. Economic 
Club of Canada moderated 
the discussion between Fi- 
nance Minister Vic Fedeli and 
Education Minister, along 
with eleven Jr. Economic Club 


members from across the 
GTA. 

Rosalind posed meaningful 
conversation starters that fell 
under five categories, includ- 
ing education, budgeting & 
career planning, pensions & 
retirement, mortgages and 
health and wealth. 

The participants took away 
several key lessons, including 


mindfulness, fulfillment, en- 
couragement not to idolize 
social media spending habits, 
starting financial literacy ed- 
ucation early, target parents 
when speaking about the 
value of diverse job or educa- 
tion paths, and humanizing 
the importance of pensions 
by having retired people 
share their experiences in 
their classrooms. 

“Tt was great to build my 
opinion by exploring various 
interconnections of financial 
literacy,” one participant said. 
Another said, “Financial liter- 
acy should be integrated into 
almost every course,” said a 
second participant. 

The group focused heavily 
on failure and how schools 
are fostering and impossible 
culture of perfection. 

Rosalind said that the par- 
ticipants were excited to hear 
from real-world speakers that 
celebrate their failures and 
how they’ve overcome them. 

Minister Thompson closed 
by sharing a quote that res- 
onated with the group: “You 
win some, you learn some.” 
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MetroStars slip against enue In season Opener 


The Mississauga Met- 
roStars opened their inaugu- 
ral campaign in the Major 
Arena Soccer League (MASL) 
Saturday afternoon in Balti- 
more with an 11-3 loss to the 
defending champion Blast in 
an Eastern Division clash be- 
fore 3,811 fans at the SECU 
Arena in Baltimore. 

Daniel Peruzzi, Vini Dan- 
tas, John Orlando and Adri- 
ano Dos Santos all scored a 
pair for the Blast who 
jumped out to a 3-0 lead 
within the first seven min- 
utes of the first quarter. 

Dwayne De Rosario had a 
goal called off in the first 
quarter before scoring the 
MetroStars’ first ever goal at 
6:55 of the second quarter, 
on a goal from a restart, as- 
sisted by Martinho 
Dumevski. Mo Babouli cut 
the deficit further on a 
power play goal at 11:09, also 
from Dumevski, but the Blast 
added two goals from Pe- 
ruzzi before halftime. 

The Blast scored three 
more goals in the third quar- 


ter to open up an 8-2 lead 
and pull away from the Met- 
roStars. 

Adrian Becic replaced Met- 
roStars’ starting goalkeeper 
Spyros Stergiotis at the start 
of the fourth quarter and De 
Rosario netted his second 
goal with a shot from the top 
of the circle, assisted by 
David Velastegui, just 1:10 
into the quarter. 

Baltimore added _ three 
more goals in the final quar- 
ter to complete the scoring 
ona night when the Blast un- 
veiled their 2017/18 champi- 
onship banner. The Blast 
outshot the MetroStars 31- 
25. 

The MetroStars will host 
their home opener this Sat- 
urday, Dec. 8, at the Para- 
mount Fine Foods Centre. 
They will be facing off 
against the Florida Tropics, 
beginning at 3:05 p.m. 

Season tickets are still on 
sale - for more information, 
visit mississaugamet- 
rostars.com. 


Mississauga MetroStars' Mo Babou 


Wd ess 


aff against the Baltimore Blast on Dec. 1, 2018 (Photo by Justin Bittner) 


Trout Flounder After Six-Game Losing Streak 


by Brendan Lang 


After losing all three of 
their contests in this past 
week, the Mississauga Steel- 
heads looked to turn things 


around with games on 
Thursday, Friday and Sun- 
day. 

First, they started by play- 


~“ 


ay S 
, 


ing the Barrie Colts on Nov. 
29 at the Barrie Molson Cen- 
tre. The period started with 
a slow pace and had no scor- 


ca 


- 


ing through the majority of 
the frame. 

Nearing the end of the pe- 
riod, Steelheads captain 
Cole Carter gave the trout 
the lead. The goal was as- 
sisted by recently acquired 
Liam Ham as he collected 
his first point with the team. 
At the conclusion of one, 
Mississauga held a one goal 
advantage. 

The second period held 
some back-and-forth action 
as Barrie tied the game at 
one on a goal from Jacob 
Tortora. After that, Missis- 
sauga quickly answered 
restoring their lead as 
Michael Little netted one. 

The Colts wouldn’t stop 
though, as Tortora scored 
his second of the game to 
deadlock the score once 
again. The game was evenly 
matched through 40 min- 
utes of hockey. 

The Trout seemed to fall 
apart in the third period, al- 
lowing Barrie to score twice 


including Jacob Tortora 
completing the hat trick. 

Mississauga had no an- 
swers to the Colts offense as 
they lost their fourth 
straight contest 4-2. 

On Friday, Mississauga 
welcomed the Hamilton 
Bulldogs into town. The 
Bulldogs jumped out to a 
quick lead in the first, scor- 
ing two unanswered goals in 
the frame and outshooting 
Mississauga by 7. 

In the second stanza, 
Hamilton opened the scor- 
ing once more on a goal 
from Brandon Saigon. 

This time, however, Mis- 
sissauga responded as Ryan 
McLeod got one past the net 
minder to cut the lead to 
two. 

The Bulldogs were quick 
to respond to that one as 
well and the lead was back 
to three. Just before the pe- 
riod closed out, Cole Carter 
got another one for Missis- 
sauga but they still trailed 


by two at the end of two. 

In the third the Steelheads 
offense continued to stall as 
they could get anything 
going. Hamilton would 
score once more to put the 
game out of reach. The Bull- 
dogs won 5-2. 

After an off day the Fish 
travelled to Sudbury to play 
the Wolves on Dec. 2. 

This was a game the Steel- 
heads would like to forget 
about and put behind them, 
as they lost to the Central 
Division leading wolves 7-0. 

This horrific loss stretches 
the Steelheads losing streak 
to six in a row. This coming 
after a hot start at the outset 
of the year. 

Mississauga must move on 
now and look to put an end 
to their slide. Starting this 
Friday, December 7 the 
Steelheads play Oshawa at 
home, then again on Sunday 
Dec. 9 against Saginaw. 
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Brampton Minor Baseball Celebrates 70 Years 
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Bombers step up as Admirals take break MacLean and Slone help 
Steelheads support CVH 


With the Brampton Admi- 
rals off until tonight’s game 
at Memorial Arena, the 
Bombers took centre stage 
on Friday, Nov. 30 against 
the Brantford 99ers looking 
to exact some revenge and 
break the losing skid at 
nine. They were successful 
in a chippy 5-3 win. 

The teams combined for 
94 penalty minutes, 35 in- 
fractions which included 2 
fights in the second period. 
The 99ers went o for 15 on 
the powerplay, while the 
Bombers were 2 for 5. 

Brandan Fisher extended 
his point streak to four 
games with a powerplay 
goal and an assist; he was 
one of five players to col- 
lect two points. Owen 
Porter improved to 3-0 
against Brantford this sea- 
son, turning aside 34 shots. 

The Bombers engage in a 
home-and-home set with 
the Elmira Sugar Kings; 
first via the Teddy Bear 
Toss game this Friday, Dec. 
7, then with a rematch on 
Sunday afternoon. 

The Admirals will play 
three games in four days; 
first up, tonight against the 


Raiders in Georgetown. To- 
morrow, they face off 
against the ggers in Brant- 
ford, followed by another 
date with the 99ers at Me- 
morial Arena this Saturday, 
Dec. 8, which will be their 
Teddy Bear toss game. 


The Waterloo Siskins 
seem to have the Brampton 
Bombers’ number. Despite 
winning the head-to-head 
opener on Sep. 29 in 
Brampton, the Bombers 
have dropped three in a 
row to Siskins; the latest 

— 


Growlers Sweep Beast in Weekend Series 


he Brampton Beast were 
in Newfoundland this week- 
end to take on the other 
Canadian team in_ the 
ECHL, the Newfoundland 
Growlers. 

Visiting the Mile One 
Centre for the first time, the 
Beast played two games in 
St. John's, losing both to the 
high-flying expansion team. 

On Saturday, the Beast 
started their busy month 
started with a high-scoring 
affair, ending up on the 


Get your Peel Weekly News 


wrong end of a 7-4 scoreline. 
Josh Kestner got the scoring 
started for the Growlers at 
the 6:59 mark and Brady 
Ferguson doubled the lead 
at 9:04. 

Brampton quickly re- 
sponded at 11:04 through 
team points-leader David 
Pacan, who tied the game at 
2-2 at 18:59. Nathan Todd 
gave Brampton the 3-2 lead 
at the beginning of the sec- 
ond, but the Growlers 
scored three goals of their 


own, via Scott Pooley, Zach 
O'Brien and Hudson 
Elynuik. 

Scott Pooley added his 
second of the game at the 
5:43 mark of the 3rd period, 
moments before David Val- 
lorani brought the Beast 
back within two. Scott Poo- 
ley put the game to bed with 
an empty net goal, finishing 
off his hat trick with seconds 
to spare, ending the game at 
7-4. 

Brampton were also un- 
successful on Sunday, as 
goals from Aaron Luchuk 
and Nathan Todd weren't 
enough to hold off the 
Growlers, again guided of- 
fensively by Scott Pooley 
and Brady Ferguson. 

Both of them scored a 
goal, as did Sam Babintsev, 
J.J. Piccinich and Evan 
Neugold in what turned out 
to be a dominating 5-2 vic- 
tory for the home side. 

Brampton's next game is 
tonight at the DCU Center, 
where they will open a two- 
game series against the 
Worcester Railers before 
heading to Adirondack and 
then returning to Brampton. 


result 6-2 in Waterloo. 

Marcus Didiano and Ivan 
Brewer both score for the 
second straight game while 
Brandan Fisher, with an as- 
sist, now has points in five 
straight outings. Owen 
Porter made 37 saves in the 
loss; after registering 13 
shots in period one the 
Siskins held the Bombers to 
just 11 shots in the last two 
periods. 

Over the past month, the 
Bombers collected 303 
pounds of food and the Ad- 
mirals 287 pounds for the 
team’s annual food drive, 
with a combined 590 
pounds of food supporting 
local charitable organiza- 
tions in the city. 

The team’s toy drive will 
conue through to Sunday, 
Dec. 23, with the teams col- 
lecting toys at Brampton 
Memorial Arena to support 
the pediatrics ward at 
Brampton Civic Hospital. 

For more information on 
the toy drive and upcoming 
games, visit the team web- 
sites at bramptonadmi- 
rals.pointstreaksites.com / 
bramptonbombers.pointstr 
eaksites.com. 


Rogers Hometown 
Hockey hosts Ron MacLean 
and Tara Slone were on- 
hand earlier this week to 
help the Mississauga Steel- 
heads support Trillium 
Health during a special visit 
at Credit Valley Hospital. 

The duo, along with sev- 
eral Steelheads players, 


greeted young fans at the 


hospital in advance of their 
Hometown Hockey appear- 
ance in Mississauga, which 
takes ee on Dec. 22 & 23 
at Celebration Square and 
additional sites throughout 
the city. 

More details are forth- 
coming - visit hometown- 
hockey.com/en/mississaug 
a for additional updates. 


A GENTLEMENS ONLY NIGHT IN SUPPORT 
OF ‘TWAS THE BITE BEFORE CHRISTMAS 


DECEMBER 10TH at CABIN 


504 LAKESHORE ROAD, EAST VILLAGE PORT CREDIT 


S6-9:30PM 


© COCKTAILS 
S®APPETIZERS 

© EXCLUSIVE DISCOUNTS 
© DOOR PRIZES 


@® WINE, WHISKEY & 
VODKA TASTINGS 


All proceeds from this event will go directly to 


Thank you for supporting this very worthy cause 
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‘eeding Hope 
www.themississaugafoodbank.org 


WARD 1 COUNCILLOR 

STEPHEN DASKO 
2 for tickets or information Contact us at 
twasthebitebefore@gmail.com 
or call 905-306-8000 


LIKE US ON fi 


www.facebook.com/TwasthebitebeforeChristmas 
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Crombie rings in “giving season” with food drive 


|_ae 


With the holi- 
Pa clay season 
quickly ap- 
roaching and 
ood banks feel- 
ing the strain 
more than ever, 
Mississauga’s 
Mayor is once 
again launching 
her annual holi- 
day food drive. 
Mayor Bonnie 
Crombie and 
members of 
Council kicked 
off the annual 
drive at Celebra- 
tion Square this 
weekend, hoping 
to raise more 
than 400,000 
pounds of food 
and $625,000 by 
the new year. 
“Each year, I 
am encouraged 
by the outpour- 
ing of generous 
community sup- 
port,” Crombie 
said in a state- 
ment last week, 


referring to her involve- 
ment in the citywide food 
drive and the One Bag 
Challenge she launched in 
2014 to benefit The Mis- 
sissauga Food Bank. 

“As a city, we care for our 
neighbours,” she said. “I 
am confident we’ll rise to 
the challenge again this 
year and surpass our cam- 
paign goals’ 

Last year, the annual 
city-wide food drive raised 
more than 265,000 
pounds of food and 
$225,000, and this year is 
set to be even bigger. 

“We’re seeing more and 
more neighbours turn to 
the food bank as the 
struggle to keep up with 
the cost of living and low 
wages,” said Mississauga 
Food Bank executive direc- 
tor Meghan Nicholls, who 
noted that the donations 
that come in through the 
campaign will make a 
major difference in the 
lives of families across the 
city, providing much- 
needed food during the 


holiday season. 

The MFB, which liaises 
with 48 member agencies 
and delivers in excess of 
2.9 million meals each 
year, Saw visits to neigh- 
bourhood food banks rise 
by 18%. Since June 2018, 
there were an additional 
15% increase in visits over 
the same time last year. 

“Even in a city like Mis- 
sissauga, many members 
of our community are 
struggling with hunger 
every day,” said Crombie, , 
pointing out that despite 
the success of the food 
drives and One Bag Chal- 
lenge, the need has never 
been greater. 

The food drive will run 
until Jan. 7, 2019. 

Food donations can be 
dropped off at local fire 
stations, grocery stores 
and at The Mississauga 
Food Bank. 

Financial donations can 
also be mailed to the food 
bank or made online at 
www.themississaugafood- 
bank.org. 


Shawn Hook rocks Garden Square this New Year’s Eve 


Brampton is set to ring 
in 2019 with a variety of 
headlining acts who will 
take over Garden Square 
on Monday, Dec. 31 during 
the city’s annual New 
Year’s Eve festivities. 

Juno-nominated artist 
Shawn Hook will headline 
an assortment of talent at 
the city’s annual concert, 
which will run from 8 
p.m. to 12 a.m. and feature 
several Brampton-based 
artists. 

Hook, who achieved 
platinum-single status 
with the hit track “Sound 
of Your Heart” has enter- 
tained audiences through- 
out North America and 
overseas, and is set to 
bring his musical and 
emotional styles to Gar- 
den Square to entertain 
audiences. 

Other performers on 
deck during the concert 
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include the Toronto-based 
soul/funk outfit Julian 
Taylor Band, Brampton- 
based hip-hop artist Raz, 
and country/ pop/rock 
singer and local _ per- 
former Melle Rose. 

DJ Tam kicks things off 
at 8 p.m. in the Square, 
followed by Melle Rose af- 
terwards. The night will 
also feature two separate 
fireworks displays, the 
first happening at 9 p.m. 
and the second at the 
stroke of midnight. 

Hook will take the stage 
just after 11 p.m., leading 
up to the countdown and 
second fireworks display 
at midnight. 

Aseries of family- 
friendly activities will also 
be running nearby at 
Brampton City Hall from 
6:30 - 9 p.m., including a 
live dance party in the 
Conservatory and a roam- 


ing magician and warm- 
ing area in the Atrium. 

Families are encouraged 
to catch the early fire- 
works show at 9 p.m at 
Garden Square when the 
party at City Hall wraps 
up. 

Economic Development 
chair Jeff Bowman said 
that the event is sure to 
excite local residents, as 
they won’t near to travel 
far to celebrate the new 
year. 

“(The) annual event is 
full of activities, energy 
and fun for the whole 
family,” he said in a state- 
ment. “Dance the night 
away with live entertain- 
ment, warm up indoors 
with family-friendly activ- 
ities, and enjoy not one, 
but two fireworks dis- 
plays throughout the 
night.” 

As part of the celebra- 


tions, residents are en- 
couraged to visit Gage 
Park to view the thou- 
sands of sparkling winter 
lights and skate on the 


—e- 


trail. 

Brampton Transit will 
also be free for all riders 
on New Year’s Eve, start- 
ing at 7 pm. 


For more event informa- 
tion, including transit 
schedules and road clo- 
sures visit www.bramp- 
ton.ca/nye. 
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Health and Wellness - Winter Wonderland 


by Elizabeth Banfalvi 


Winter is such a beautiful 
season! 

It is the white snow, crystal 
blue skies and the trees like 
leafless dark skeletons imaged 
on the sky. 

It is the ice that covers our 
lakes and streams which sig- 
nals the start of skating out- 
doors. It is the hill and 
mountain slopes which beckon 
and the beauty of whispering 
down the slopes on skis and 
snowboards. It is the sound of 
a curling stone being swept 


down to the other end to end 
up hitting other stones or just 
gliding to a silent stop. It is 
Don Cherry on a Saturday 
night giving us his thoughts 
about the NHL hockey game or 
the local minor hockey players. 

Winter is definitely a beauti- 
ful season we celebrate here in 
Canada - and what would it be 
like without it? Welcome to 
Canada! But there are also 
hazards or precautions that 
need to be observed in this 
season 


It is about decreased sun- 
light so we need to go out and 
appreciate the limited sunlight 
we have so put on your snow- 
suit, mukluks and mittens and 
go enjoy a snowball fight! Get 
sunlight for the Vitamin D 
your healthy body needs but 
also to prevent seasonal de- 
pression. 

We need to keep our Cana- 
dian spirit up and thriving. 
The wonderful sunlight helps 
us beat the flu, but the limited 
lack should also encourage us 


to get the sleep we need dur- 
ing the worst of the season, 
rather than being on our sun- 
light-deprived computer. 

The icy conditions can cause 
havoc with us. As much as a 
hockey player looks amazing 
skating down the rink, hitting 
an icy patch could make us 
look like a clumsy snowman. 

The body coming in contact 
with the sidewalk, driveway or 
roadway will take the impact. 
It is very important to ensure 
any injury caused be moni- 
tored with caution and care. 

The season is great to ensure 
we get a more challenged ex- 
ercise routine but it also makes 
us work harder because of the 
temperature changes. Exercis- 
ing regularly even in winter 
should be taken seriously. 

If you don’t exercise in win- 
ter and expect to pick up in 
spring, be aware of shoulder 
tendonitis and stress fracture. 
Think of our favourite exercise 
in winter - shovelling our 
driveways which definitely 
impacts our shoulders. 

Make an effort to get outside 
in the light and fresh air at 
least once a day. It helps you 
get out of the house! No mat- 
ter how cozy your home is, you 
need to get out and enjoy your- 
self. 


It doesn’t matter how nice 
your electric fireplace or the 
Fireplace Channel is, it can’t 
beat being outside and enjoy- 
ing the snow and cold. 

Dress nice and warm. Being 
cooped up in the house for too 
long is not good for your psy- 
che or your body. Children 
enjoy the winter and so can 
we. 

No matter how good your 
heating system is during the 
winter, mold can build up in 
the house. This can trigger 
congestion, respiratory infec- 
tions, wheezing, coughing, and 
even asthma attacks. 

Smokers are far more sus- 
ceptible to upper respiratory 
infections, which tend to strike 
in winter. Now is a good time 
to quit and clear your airways. 

Get out and breathe the 
fresh air. 

Stay hydrated - in winter, 
the weather is drier and so is 
the heat indoors. Drink at 
least eight glasses of water 
each day. For a change, try a 
slice of lemon in boiled water. 

The moisture will also help 
make mucous membranes, in- 
cluding those in your sinuses, 
more resistant to bacteria. 

Do you have a green thumb? 
Buy some indoor plants to 
soften up the dry atmosphere 


caused through heating? 

Indoor plants give off mois- 
ture and oxygen and the 
colours will brighten up a dull 
day outside. 

Dose up on vitamins and 
minerals - iron, zinc, magne- 
sium, and vitamin C are keys 
to a healthy immune system. 
But before popping supple- 
ments, boost your dietary in- 
take of these substances. 

Look for dark, leafy greens 
and red and yellow vegetables, 
which are all high in antioxi- 
dants. Canadian bacon or pou- 
tine doesn’t fall into any of 
these categories. 

Save your skin - cold air, 
wind and heating will dry out 
your skin, so keep your face 
and body well moisturized. 

There are many very good 
products on the market that 
help moisturize your skin. 
While the lotions are applied 
externally, drinking water will 
help you internally and it is 
still the best hydration treat- 
ment. 

A beautiful season, but make 
sure you stay healthy to enjoy 
it. 

Care and upkeep of your 
natural systems will ensure 
that you stay healthy and 
enjoy the season. 


Members of Mississauga 
Fire and Emergency Serv- 
ices, including Chief Tim 
Beckett (above) rolled up 
their sleeves and donated to 
help patients and residents 
during Canadian Blood Serv- 
ices #GivingTuesday cam- 
paign. 

The annual campaign, held 
across the world, encourages 


organizations and residents 
to donate blood to meet de- 
mand during the busy holi- 
day season. 

The initiative, which is 
known is “the opening day of 
the giving season”, acts a re- 
minder to think of others 
and communities. 

Many GivingTuesday cam- 
paigns are planned and 


launched weeks before the 
actual day, and many last 
until the end of December. 

“Everyone can be a life 
saver. It is in you to give,” 
MFES said in a statement. 

To find out how to give, 
visit Canadian Blood Serv- 
ices at blood.ca. 


(Submitted Photo) 


CPL holds remembrance 
vigil for victims of violence 


Caledon Public Library 
will recognizing Canada's 
National Day of Remem- 
brance and Action on Vio- 
lence Against Women with a 
candlelight vigil tomorrow 
night, in partnership with in 
partnership with Family 
Transition Place. 

Established in 1991 by Par- 
liament of Canada, Dec. 6 
marks the anniversary of the 


murders in 1989 of 14 young 
women at l'Ecole Polytech- 
nique de Montreal. 

Caledon Public Library 
will co-host this annual 
event as a solemn ritual in 
memory of a tragic day. 

The event is also an oppor- 
tunity to encourage the com- 
munity to consider ways in 
which residents can take ac- 
tion to eliminate all forms of 


violence against women and 
girls. The vigil begins at 6:30 
p-m. at the Albion Bolton 
Branch, located at 150 
Queen Street South. 

Light refreshments will be 
served. 

For more information, call 
(905) 857-1400 or email 
Caledon Library at pro- 
grams@caledon.library.on.c 
a. 
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Indie rapper promotes positive lifestyle 


by Indira Tarachandra 


Given the constant bar- 
rage of media stories we 
hear about violence, misog- 
yny and drugs in the hip- 
hop community, you might 
not be aware there’s a wave 
of rappers - some you might 
already know - who em- 
brace a healthy, positive 
lifestyle. 

It’s not a new concept to 
those urban artists who are 
part of a wider worldwide 
shift in attitude towards 
clean living. In 2015, Rapper 
Stic from the hip-hop group 
Dead Prez, released his 
health-conscious book ‘Eat 
Plants, Lift Iron’ to docu- 
ment his adventure to see if 
he — a naturally slim, long 
distance runner — could 
gain 20 pounds on a high- 
performance plant diet. 

Last year, rapper Waka 
Flocka Flame made _ the 
rounds on YouTube with a 
viral video on Vice demon- 
strating how to make his 
favourite vegan blueberry 
muffins. 

Waka Flocka later joined 
industry heavyweight Rus- 
sell Simmons, a known 
devotee of yoga, and 
singer/songwriter Mya at a 


PETA-hosted ‘Vegan Round- 
table’ to discuss healthy liv- 
ing and the reasons why 
they gave up meat for good. 

A little closer to home, 
Scarborough-based indie 
rapper, singer, songwriter 
and producer, Rawmny 
Wildcat, also refuses to 
mess around when it comes 
to his health. 

“T was looking for a way to 
increase my energy and stay 
positive in life,” said 
Rawmny, who released his 
latest EP, True Colors, ear- 
lier this year. “I learned that 
what we eat has a great ef- 
fect on our moods.” 

Always seeking self -im- 
provement, Rawmny 
adopted a vegan lifestyle 
two years ago. He stresses 
the importance of staying 
knowledgeable about the 
latest advances in nutrition, 
science and research as it 
impacts our physical and 
mental health. 

Armed with this knowl- 
edge, we can make informed 
decisions about our health 
and lifestyle choices. 

Rawmny even dedicates a 
track on True Colors to his 
positive way of approaching 


life. Healthy - featuring 
Toronto-based R&B singer, 
Rosina, is about a couple in 
love who share their passion 
for a health both in the 
physical and spiritual sense. 

Throughout his journey, 
Ramwny has learned that 
paying attention to the food 
he eats plays a big role in 
contributing to a positive 
mindset. Even something as 
simple as starting the day 
with a fresh, green smoothie 
is a good step in the right di- 
rection. 

It’s a small habit that helps 
him remain sharp which in 
turn allows Rawmny to stay 
focused on his writing and 
career. He also regularly ex- 
ercises and practices medi- 
tation and visualization. 

Meditation not only helps 
to clear his mind, but it’s 
also an essential step in the 
songwriting and production 
process. 

“The lyrics that I write 
come to me as I meditate. 
The right words and 
melodies just fall into place 
naturally when I don’t force 
it,’ Rawmny said. 

Most artists tend to oper- 
ate from the inside out, es- 


pecially when it comes to his 
concepts and creativity. The 
ability to ‘still the mind’ 
helps Rawmny to distill his 
thoughts which is reflected 
his writing. 

Visualisation helps to cope 


with stress and anxiety, and 
is excellent preparation be- 
fore a big performance. 
Rawmny said that 
throughout all the noise and 
options people are pre- 
sented with throughout life, 


they have to remember to 
love themselves in order to 
take care of themselves. 

To listen to True Colors, 
visit soundcloud.com/rasse- 
las/sets/true-colors. 
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Third Edition of Write On! Festival Continues A Tradition 
of Triumphant Success 


by Joseph Monachino 


The Mississauga Writers 
Group continued its tradi- 
tion of staging a successful 
third edition of it’s annual 
Write On! Festival, held last 
week in the Noel Ryan audi- 
torium at the Central Li- 
brary. 

The audience attending 
the festival was galvanized 
by its featured guest speak- 
ers whose speeches covered 
a wide range of topics, over- 


seen by MC John Fraresso. 

He did a marvelous job of 
keeping the audience inter- 
ested in the events and read- 
ings by his charismatic 
manner of asserting himself 
by his voice and body lan- 
guage. 

Guest speakers Diana 
Krawcyk, Director of Central 
Library Community Devel- 
opment, and Mike Douglas, 
Executive Director Missis- 


Jared Bolden (right) poses with Philip Pocock Secondary School principal Joe Zammit (left) during 


sauga Arts Council, both had 
important things to say 
about their respective en- 
deavors. 

They informed the audi- 
ence of how significant their 
roles, and their organiza- 
tions’ roles, are in progress- 
ing Arts and Culture in the 
Mississauga community. 

A third production of the 
“AA Meeting” play was 
staged by writer Kyle Cli- 


the third annual WriteOn Festival on Nov. 29, 2018. (PWN Staff Photo) 


mans. His partner in pro- 
ducing the play, was Jasmine 
Sawant, who directed it. 

It was a continuation of 
the play which was staged 
last year. They continued to 
showcase how the Missis- 
sauga Writers Group mem- 
bers and others involved in 
the play came together as a 
cohesive unit to please the 
audience with their wonder- 
ful performance of the play. 

Another featured guest 
writer was Lucien Ro- 
driguez. Elizabeth, Presi- 
dent of Mississauga Writers 
Group, read his passage 
from 2018 Word Fest, Cele- 
brating our Heritage called 
“No More Ducks.” 

His writing introduced the 
audience to one of many en- 
tries that will be featured in 
Word Fest 2018. 

This anthology, by mem- 
bers of the Mississauga 
Writers Group, will be re- 
leased later this month. 

All the guest speakers did 
a wonderful job of acquaint- 
ing the Write ON! Festival 


audience with their inform- 
ative speeches and readings. 

Michelle Hillyard stood 
out particularly well over 
the other guest speakers. 

She spoke from the heart, 
and without notes, from her 
composition called “Constel- 
lations” and an encore pres- 
entation of her “Look at Me”. 

Her original piece was 
about her autistic son. She 
has received many awards 
and tributes this last year. 

When she concluded her 
stirring reading, the audi- 
ence gave her a standing 
ovation and many were 
spotted wiping tears from 
their eyes. 

Mississauga Writers 
Group member Vidya Vasant 
Gopaul gave an impressive 
reading of his passage called 
“Hupandoo” from “The 
Earth We Love” anthology. 
The 2018 anthology is filled 
with entries from the mem- 
bers of the Mississauga 
Writers Group. He spoke 
eloquently and passionately. 


Joe Zammit, Vice-Principal 
of Phillip Pocock Secondary 
School, made an important 
presentation. He presented 
the audience with an anthol- 
ogy called “Left In their 
Hands.” It contains entries 
which were written by stu- 
dents of his school. 

He made particular note 
of the cover of the book and 
brought the original paint- 
ing to show the audience - a 
painting designed and 
painted by former student, 
Jared Bolden. Jared was con- 
gratulated in person for his 
efforts. 

Overall, the 2018 Write 
On! Festival demonstrated 
that this free annual event is 
an important contributor to 
Mississauga’s art and cul- 
tural scene. 

The efforts of everyone in- 
volved, at all levels, deserve 
praise for what has become 
a new tradition, just like the 
Marty Awards, for both the 
Mississauga Writers Group 
and Mississauga’s art com- 
munity in general. 
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Female students see 
skilled trades in action 


On Nov. 14, over 250 
female students ranging 
from grades 6 to 8 from 
across 15 elementary and 
middle schools took part 
in Women Impacting 
Trades, a conference 
catered to raise aware- 
ness and increase inter- 
est amongst females 
about the opportunities 
available in the skilled 
trades. 

The conference was or- 
ganized by board staff, in 
partnership with Fligh- 
tUnit. 

"We came back from 
construction class and it 
was a lot of fun - learning 
about what other people 
do for a living and how 
they got there,” says a 
grade 8 student attendee. 

The conference was 
hosted at West Credit 
Secondary School - home 
to the first program of its 
kind in Peel Region, Re- 
gional Skilled Trades. 
Students had the oppor- 
tunity to tour West 


Credit’s _ technological 
shops and get hands-on 
experience in a number 
of different skilled trades 
sectors including hospi- 
tality, | transportation 
technology, construction, 
hairstyling and aesthetics 


and others. 

The Regional Skilled 
Trades program will be 
open to all students en- 
tering grade 9 in Septem- 
ber 2019. To apply, visit 
peelschools.org/region- 
alprograms. 


Kindergarten registration open for Peel schools 


Peel families of children 
born in 2015 can now com- 
plete the online kindergarten 
registration forms and visit 
their local Peel District 
School Board elementary 
school during school hours 
to register for the 2019-20 
school year. 

To find out what school 
their child will attend, fami- 
lies can use the Find Your 
School tool on the board's 
website. 

"Our staff look forward to 
welcoming new kindergarten 
students and families into 
schools for the first time and 
to share with them the great 
adventures coming their way 
as they play, wonder and 
learn in kindergarten," PDSB 
education director Peter 


Joshua said in a statement 
last week. "Starting school is 
a big step for families and, at 
the Peel board, we want to do 
everything we can to ensure 
the registration process is as 
easy and convenient as pos- 
sible." 

Some elementary schools 
will be holding Kindergarten 
events later this month to 
provide an opportunity for 
next year's kindergarten 
families to visit the school to 
learn more about the kinder- 
garten program. 

The day will feature guided 
tours of some kindergarten 
classrooms, so families can 
see the kindergarten pro- 
gram in action. 

Families are encouraged 
to contact the school or visit 
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their school website for event 
times and details. 

In addition, Peel board el- 
ementary schools will hold 
Kindergarten Registration 
Week from Jan. 14 to 18, 20 
19, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., and 
in the evening on Jan. 17 
from 5 - 8 p.m. 

Families will have the op- 
portunity to meet school 
staff, register their child and 
learn more about the Start 
with a Smile kindergarten 
program. 

Families can register their 
child for kindergarten at any 
time — complete the online 
registration forms and visit 
the school the child will be 
attending next school year 
during regular school hours 
to complete the registration. 

Students registering in an 
Ontario public school for the 
first time must provide proof 
of immunization/vaccina- 
tion. If you don't have an im- 
munization record for your 
child, please call Peel Public 
Health at 905-799-7700. 

For more information 
about the Start with a Smile 
kindergarten program and to 
access the kindergarten reg- 
istration forms, visit 
www.peelschools.org/kinder 
garten. 


New play examines social impact of 
abuse in South Asian community 


by Alex Gregory 


Anew play debuting in 
Mississauga this Saturday 
tackles a charged subject - 
survivors of domestic 
abuse in the province’s 
South Asian community. 

The performance by Sam- 
pradaya Dance Creations, 
“Dispelling Darkness”, is 
the culmination of a two- 
year project revolving 
around artists and women 
who’ve survived domestic 
and sexual abuse. 

Working to dispel the 
stigma of gender-based vi- 
olence in the South Asian 
community, the perform- 
ance will combine spoken 
word poetry, dance, 
shadow puppetry and 
movement to create a 
unique experience and ex- 
amination of a major social 
issue that isn’t talked about 
often discussed. 

“This project allows us to 
further explore how art 
forms such as dance, the- 
atre, and spoken word can 
be used as a tool and vehi- 
cle for expression and 
change within the context 
of sexual violence and ha- 
rassment to bring about a 
brighter and healthier fu- 
ture,” said Sampradaya 


artistic director Lata Pada, 
who helms the production, 
which was co-created in 
partnership with SAWITRI 
Theatre, Punjabi Commu- 
nity 


Health Services 


—e- 


(PCHS), and the Art Gallery 
of Mississauga. 

The performance chal- 
lenges the deep-seated 
stigma attached to domes- 
tic abuse in South Asian 
households, focusing on the 
perspective of three Missis- 
sauga women who have 
spent several months 
working closely with the 
dance company and certi- 
fied councillors to create a 
personal set of stories 

By way of writing, 
singing, and moving, the 
workshops are filled with 
positive affirmations to 
cultivate courage, compas- 
sion, and strength within 
the survivors. 

"Every time is a different 
and beautiful experience - 
healing through learning to 
express,” said one of the 
participants, who wished 
to remain anonymous. 

“Tam very thankful for 
the support and this group 
of women. I am here to 
share my story because I do 
not want anyone else to go 
through what I _ went 
through." 

The response from the 
local community has been 
extremely uplifting so far, 
said Pada. 

“(The play) tackles an 
issue that crosses all ethnic 
boundaries with care and 
sensitivity,” she said, not- 
ing that it is being shown 


during the United Nations’ 
16 Days of Activism Against 
Gender-Based Violence 
which began on Nov. 25, 

The work was also made 
possible with the support 
of the Creative Engagement 
Fund to Stop Sexual Vio- 
lence and Harassment in 
Ontario, which launched in 
2015 and is administered 
by the Ontario Arts Council 
on behalf of the Ministry of 
the Status of Women. 

The dance group has also 
launched a_ fundraising 
campaign on GoFundMe to 
raise additional money for 
the initiative, which is 
planned to continue next 
year with the hope of build- 
ing a supportive and safe 
space for more women in 
the GTA to create visual 
and performance art. 

The project is a unique 
opportunity not only to 
help survivors rebuild their 
lives and banish feelings of 
guilt and shame, but also 
send a strong message to 
the South Asian community 
about the aftermath of vio- 
lence against women and 
the need for prevention, 
said Pada. 

The performance takes 
place this Saturday, Dec. 8 
at Sampradaya Theatre, lo- 
cated at 3250 Ridgeway 
Drive. 

Stay tuned to Peel Weekly 
News for further coverage. 


EEKLY subscribe at www.PeelDailyNews.com 
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